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Dear Parents of Children in the Two’s Room,
We would like to share with you some information regarding potty training.

The teachers will observe the children to see if an interest in using the potty is shown. There are two specific behaviors a child exhibits when approaching the time to begin toilet training – staying dry for longer periods and the child begins using his/her words that you have taught them for both urination and bowel movements. Both of these behaviors are indicators of readiness and must be present before we will initiate training. The average age for toilet training is two and one half years of age. When the indicators are present and observed by the teachers, the teachers will then advise the parents that the child may now be ready to begin the steps toward potty training.

We will always follow the child’s lead and we ask that you in turn follow our teacher’s lead because the child often spends the majority of the day with us. As we begin the steps, it is important to remember that consistency and patience are necessary for success.

· The teacher will put the child on the potty at changing time so the child will be familiar with the procedure.

· The teacher will give daily reports to the parent on how the child is progressing.

· When the child has gone 1-2 weeks in diapers, with no bowel movements between potty times and goes or ask to go potty, then the teacher will ask that the child be brought to the center in underpants. (Please No Pull-ups during this time period)
· Please do not send your child in underwear without consulting the teachers. Going back and forth from diaper to underpants is very confusing for a child.

· Please dress your child in clothes that are easy to take off and on. Clothing with a lot of snaps, buttons, or layers are hard for the child to manage effectively. Simple pull on pants or shorts work best.

· Once the potty-training process has begun, parents should provide at least 3 changes of clothing daily, and an extra pair of shoes and socks.

Children will toilet train quickly when they have chosen to begin the process, and the parents and teachers work together to provide consistency. 
